
March 7, 2017
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual 
Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2015-16 educational progress 
for Daniel Axford (K-2) and Oxford Elementary 
School (3-5). The AER addresses the complex 
reporting information required by federal and 

state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, 
accountability, and teacher quality. If you have any questions about the AER, 
please contact Jeff Brown, principal of Oxford Elementary School, or Chad Boyd, 
principal of Daniel Axford Elementary School, for assistance. The AER is available 
for review at http://oxfordschools.org/district/annual_education_reports or you may 
review a copy in the main offi ce at your child’s school.

For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some 
Priority or Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. 
New Reward schools were identifi ed using school rankings and Beating the Odds 
information. A Focus school is one that has a large achievement gap between 
the highest and lowest achieving 30% of schools. A Priority school is one whose 
achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. A Reward 
school is one that has achieved one or more of the following distinctions: top 5% 
of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% of schools making the 
greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating the Odds” by 
outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some schools 
are not identifi ed with any of these labels. In these cases no label is given. DA and 
OE schools were not given any such label.

During the last two testing cycles, DA/OES has exceeded the state averages in 
all state tested areas. Our mathematics scores typically exceed the state average 
by more than ten percent.  Over the last two years, the reading scores of our third 
grade students have exceeded the state average by less than ten percent.  As a 
result, we have allocated resources to support reading instruction. including hiring 
additional para educators to support reading.  Oxford Elementary School also 
added a certifi ed reading specialist to further support students’ reading needs.  
Our teachers have also received support from the district’s literacy coach on best 
practices of classroom instruction. 

The staff and students of Daniel Axford and Oxford Elementary Schools are proud 
of the progress made over the last school year and will continue to work diligently 
on improving our schools.  Both schools remain International Baccalaureate World 
Schools.  Our combined Parent Teacher Organization continues to offer enjoyable 
family events and support for our classrooms.  We offer several exciting programs 
that enrich our students’ school experience including Academic Games, First 
and Junior First Lego League, Girls on the Run/Stride, Super Singers, Morning 
Intramurals, International Club, Spooky Math Night and Suzuki Strings.  We look 
forward to another successful school year!

Chad Boyd, Daniel Axford Elementary Principal
Jeff Brown, Oxford Elementary Principal
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Mission
Our mission as facilitators of learning at Daniel 
Axford and Oxford Elementary is to provide 
our students with the necessary resources and 
technologies to meet the highest educational 
standards.  We will provide:  a safe and nurtur-
ing environment; effective leadership that fosters  
mutual respect and trust; curriculum, instruction, 
and assessment aligned with district, state and 
national standards; instruction that accommo-
dates individual learning styles; a partnership 
with students, parents and the community.  We 
commit to a comprehensive system of support 
in preparing our students to become lifelong 
learners, successful citizens, and contributing 
members of the global society.

Student Profi le
An Oxford graduate will be:
•A knowledgeable individual
•An information organizer
•A reasoner and problem solver
•An effective communicator
•A responsible community member
•A continuous learner

Administration
Tim Throne, Superintendent

Sam Barna, Assistant Superintendent of 
Business & Finance

Nancy Latowski, Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resoursces

Denise Sweat, Assistant Superintendent of 
Student Services

Ken Weaver, Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum & Instruction

Board of Education
Dan D’Alessandro President
Kim Shumaker Vice President
Mike Schweig Treasurer
Mark Stepek Secretary
Joyce Brasington Trustee

   Carol Mitchell                           Trustee
   Jim Reis                  Trustee                              



Process for Assigning Pupils to the School
Students attend school with neighboring children residing 
within the district and elementary school boundaries. Oxford 
Community Schools has been open for schools of choice 
students.  These students are placed in schools based on 
availability.

Status of 3-5 Year School Improvement Plan
The school improvement processes at Daniel Axford 
Elementary and Oxford Elementary are led by the school 
leadership teams.  The schools have common improvement 
goals and have identifi ed strategies to reach those goals. 
Daniel Axford and Oxford Elementary are accredited through 
AdvancEd. Our schools participated in an external review 
for successful re-accreditation during the 2015-16 school 
year. The external review provided feedback on our school 
improvement goals. 2016-17 will be the fi rst year of the next 
5 year cycle.  Both Daniel Axford and Oxford Elementary 
became IB World Schools during the 2012-13 school 
year.  Oxford Elementary was reauthorized as an IB World 
School during the 2015-16 school year.  Daniel Axford will 
participate in IB reauthorization during the 2016-17 school 
year. 

Our current school goals are:

• Students will improve their Reading performance.
• Students will improve their Writing performance.
• Students will improve their Mathematical skills and
 knowledge.
• Students will improve their Social Studies skills and 
knowledge.
• Students will improve their Science skills and knowledge.
• Students will enhance their preparation for success in a 
global environment.
Strategies are implemented to reach these goals based on 
researched best practices.  Over the last 4 years, teachers 
in all grades received training in the areas of technology, 
Writer’s Workshop, Reader’s Workshop, Standards Based 
Reporting, differentiated instruction, and mathematics.  
Teachers have been continually updating the International 
Baccalaureate Program of Inquiry to refl ect the new programs 
and strategies identifi ed through our school improvement 
process and professional development.  Most recently, we 
have implemented Lucy Calkins’ Reader’s and Writer’s 
Workshop and have changed to standards-based report cards.

 Specialized Schools
Oxford Community Schools provides educational programs, 
services and support to certifi ed special education students 
throughout the district. During the 2015-16 school year, some 
of these students required specialized schools outside of our 
district at Kingsley Montgomery School and Wing Lake 
Developmental Center. 

Academic Core Curriculum
A core academic curriculum includes all grades, 
kindergarten through twelve, and describes what a student 
will know and be able to do for each subject area.  All 
Oxford curricula are based upon the Michigan Academic 
Standards.  To access information on the curriculum, 
please visit our district website:  http://www.oxfordschools.
org.  Refer to the Departments tab, then Curriculum & 
Instruction. Please contact the Principal of your child’s 
school for further information. 

Aggregate Student Achievement Results for 
Fastbridge Universal Screener
Percentage of students at DA and OES who scored higher 
than the 30th percentile in the nation, Spring 2016:

Grade Level Reading Math
K 68% 83%
1 74% 88%
2 76% 81%
3 65% 80%
4 61% 72%
5 64% 81%

Parent Involvement
Parents are a student’s fi rst and most important teacher.  
Parents at DA and OES are involved in their child’s 
education.  In the fall of each year our classrooms invite 
parents ito attend Curriculum Night and Parent Teacher 
Conferences.  Parents attend Portfolio Nights in the spring.  
Parent teacher conference participation can be found below 
for both schools.
Daniel Axford Elementary
2014-15: 388 families attended (98% of students)
2015-16: 383 families attended (97% of students)

Oxford Elementary 
2014-15: 431 families attended (95% of students)
2015-16: 438 families attended (98% of students)
 

Reading is fun at DA and OES!


